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Beloved, when I gave all Diligence to write 
unto You of the common Salvation, it was 
needful for me to write unto You, and 
erbort You, that Te ſhou'd earneſtly con- 
tend for the Faith, which was once deliver d + 
to the Saints, e 


IKELEK Zeal for religion is fo, commendable in itſelf, 
 # 4 F and of ſuch public uſe in promoting the 
IN ___ ** cauſe of piety and virtue, that, when it is 
founded upon ſolid and rational principles, 
directed to its proper object, and carried on in a way 
that does honour to God, by advancing the welfare 
and happineſs of men, it is abundantly entitled to the 
higheſt encomium that can be paſſed upon it; becauſe 
it puts mankind on an active and vigorous purſuit of 
every laudable purpoſe, and kindles that ardour in 
their breaſts, which is neceſſary to carry them to the 
completion of it. For ſuch is the nature and conſti- 
tution of man, ſo compounded in its frame, and made 
up of ſuch diſcordant and jarring elements; that a 
cloſe attention to his wants and infirmities, to the calls 
of appetite, and to the cares and concerns of his bo- 
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dily ſtate, draws him off from the nobler purſuits of 
virtue and goodneſs, which are the genuine dictates of 
a mind unbiaſſed by ſuck ſelfiſn regards; and confines 
him to that narrow and contracted ſcheme of life, in 
which his own intereſts and engagements have a prin- 
cipal ſhare. This being the caſe : to guard againſt any 
undue influence, which our deſires may have upon 
us, in clogging the wheels of action, and retarding - 
our progreſs in all moral improvement; it is neceſſary 
that the weight, which is thus hung upon our minds, 
ſhould have ſomething to balance it, and take off that 
reluctance, which mult needs be given, by theſe natu- 
ral propenſities, to every generous endeavour for the 
public welfare. Now nothing is ſo likely to open and 
enlarge our views, to rouſe the faculties of our ſouls, 
| and to intereſt our paſſions and deſires in the common 
28 good and happineſs of mankind, as Religion: which 
places morality on its proper baſis, diſcovers the fit- 
neſs and a7 $a it, and gives a ſanction to its 
precepts, that juſtifies our warmeſt endeayours in the 
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| purſuit and attainment of all chriſtian perfection. But 
3 this muſt be ſuppoſed to be ſaid, as indeed it can be 
| __ only true, of ich a zeal as is founded in knowledge; 
that hath truth for its baſis, and extends not itſelf | 
' beyond ſuch a practice, as is reducible to its firft and 
original principles: for when once it is permitted to. 
Bl | paſs this line and meaſure of our duty, as it loſes its . 
T 1 oper ſupport, ſo are we loft in an endleſs maze and bY 
4 labyrinth of error, without clue to. guide, or mon- 


4 

| | tor to curb and reſtrain our wanderings. Hence fancy 
5 and opinion, convenience or intereſt will readily uſurp 
i | dhe ſeat of ſober judgment, and our lives will be tinc- 
„ wel wich thoſe prevailing prejudices, that happen to 
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| Arbe us and make the deepeſt — on our 


minds. 
But this is not the worſt of a falſe and Wb 


zeal, that it leaves men open and expoſed to every 
aſſault that can be made upon their virtue, and may 
contribute to lefſen the force of moral duty; it fab- 
ſtitutes in the room of it ſuch fatal delufions, as under- 
mine and pervert its influence; and, *7 gilding them 
over with ſome ſpecious name, that is likely to impreſs 
men with an awe and reverence for them, it bears down. 
all oppoſition to them, and urges an implicit compli- 
ance with them, from the weight of that authority 
which it preſumes to come with. Its high pretenſions 
are the will and command of God, and who, that can 
bring himſelf to think theſe pretenſions juſt, will dare 
to withhold his obedience to them, or liften to any 
remonſtrance, that may chance to divert him from the 
purſuit of fo glorious an end? How far a miſguided 
_ zeal may carry men, the great Apoſtle of the Gentiles. 
was himſelf a memorable inftance ; who, from hisown* 
confeſſion, was driven, by its heat and violence, into 
every cruel meaſure, that was taken to ſtop the pro- 
greſs of the Goſpel, and perſecuted even to death the 
Preachers and publiſhers of it: and what complicated 
miſchiefs have fince ariſen from the ſelf fame cauſe, 
may be ſeen in the annalsof the Roman and Mahome- 
tan churches, which abound in exrmples of the dread- 

of | Full effects of ſuperſtition. and bigotry. 

5 Seeing then, that we ſtand in ſuch neoeflity, © on the 
one hand, of the aid of religion, to forward our en- 
deavours in the cauſe of virtue; and are expos d to o 
much danger, on che other, of heing carried away, by 

| Maes EI toit, from that — 
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and love, which are intimately connected with it, and 
the only true grounds aud principles on which it can 
be ſuppoſed to reſt : I hope, it will not be thought 
foreign to the Apoſtle's intention in the words before 
us, or any abuſe of the ſolemn occaſion on which we 
are met, if I beſpeak your attention to the following 
reflections upon them. als re 
He addreſſes them to the Chriſtian converts of the 
| times in which he wrote, and urges the neceſſity of 
* this pathetic exhortation from the dangerous corrup- 
| tions which were creeping in among them, to the 
| ſcandal of the Goſpel, and the grief of good men, who 
were truly zealous for its honour and credit, Beloved, 
ſays He, when I gave, or whilſt I was uſing all di- 
ligence to write unto You, of the common Salvation, to 
inſtruc you in it and explain more fully the duties 
and doctrines of it, it was needfull, or I found a preſ- 
ſing occaſion for me to write unto You, and exhort You, 
= hat Ye ſhould earneſtly contend for the faith, which 
J was once delivered to the Saints. The occaſion he 
ipeaks of, was from men of perverſe and carnal minds, 
5 Who had corrupted the doctrines and precepts of the 
| Goſpel, turning the grace of God into laſcrviouſneſs, 
| and denying the only Lord God and our Saviour Feſus 
Cbriſt; and to obviate the dangers that this occaſion 
adminiſter d, He exhorts them to contend earneſtly for 
-the faith, which was once delivered to the Saints. The _ 
reflections, that naturally ariſe out of the words which # 
we have now before us, for the ſubject of our preſent 1 
meditation, are : bag 1 - 
FiRsT: that a zeal for religion, if it be grounded 
on ſolid and rational principles, is not only to be juſti- 5 
ned but inſiſted on, as a neceſſary duty to recommend 'S 
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us to the favour of God: it is what the Apoſtle preſſes 
on his Chriſtian converts, to contend earneſtly for the 
A | 1 oe 
1 SECONDLY : that the caution, to be uſed, is not in 
the meaſure, but the object of our zeal : it muſt be 
for the faith which was once delivered to the Saints. 
And LASTLY: that, if we contend for nothing 
more, than what the Goſpel, in its firſt and original 
| Nate, required of its followers to maintain; the man- 
ner of expreſſing this zeal will always be ſuch, as will 
beſt conſiſt with the rules and precepts it preſcribes us 
for the government of our conduct. | 
And firſt, of the expediency of a zeal for religion : 
now, as this is a part of our behaviour, that relates to 
the honour and worſhip of God, ſo the attention, we 
ay to it, ſhould bear ſome proportion to the greatneſs 
of the object about which it is employed; and our 
Concern, & its credit and ſupport, keep pace with thc 
conſtant and continual obligations we are under to 
advance and promote its intereſt. The precarious and 
dependant State, we are in, calls loudly upen us to ac- 
knowledge this dependance, in our daily prayers and 
petitions to God for the ſupply of our wants. The 
bounty, which gave us our being at the firſt, and by 
which it has been all along preſerved, demands of us 
the repeated tribute of a gratefull mind ; and the grace 
i and pardon afforded us in the goſpel of his Son, to- 
gether with the hope of life and immortality, which 
* He hath 2 to us by Him, do ſtill more ſtrongly 
bind us to his ſervice and worſhip, by every argument 
and conſideration, that can raiſe our gratitude to the 
merciful author and giver of them. And will not 
ſuch various and powerfull inducements be ſufficient 
5 | 558 | to 
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to move and ſtir up our affections to the love of God ? 
nay ! will they not put us on an active and vigorous 
promotion of his honour, by every outward expreffion. 
of our reverence for him, by the weight of our ex- 
ample, and by the influence which our ſeveral ſtations 
reſpectively enable us to have in the advancement of. . 
his glory? for, how can it indeed be otherwiſe ? will 
not the ſame reaſons, that operate ſo powerfully on the 
minds of men, in their behaviour to one another, be 
equally ftrong in producing the like effects, with re- 
gard to the duties which we owe to God? it is from 
the near reſemblance of that filial duty which we owe 
to ourearthly parents, and of the reverence which we 
dope to God, as our ſpiritual father, that the Romans 
included them both under the name of piety. The 
love and 1 are due to men, for favours 
and benefits conferred upon us by them, become ſtill 
more eminently due to God, who is the ableſt 
friend and benefactor we have; and from the bounty 
of whoſe good providence it is, that they have it in 
their power to abſt us, or we to receive the henefit of 
their friendly offices. And that univerſal love and 
good will to all mankind, which is the higheſt ſam- 
mit of perfection to which human nature can be 
carried, and affords the largeſt ſcope for a full exertion 
of our mental and bodily powers in the exerciſe of it; 
- as it is founded in the nature of God, whoſe mercy 1s 
over all his works, ſo does it derive a peculiar enforce- 
ment from a punctual performance of the duties of 
religion, which can be no farther looked upon as ge- 
nuine, than as it bears this mark and character of its 
divine origin. And therefore every generous princi- 
Pic by hich we are moved to fuccour the diſtref 3 N 
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and proſecute the happineſs of our fellow-creatures, 


muſt equally warm and animate our endeavours in the 
cauſe of God and of religion, as the common good 


and happineſs of mankind is equally the object of 


them both. 


That God expects ſuch an outward proof of our 


zeal and affection towards him, may be farther confirm- 


ed from his own declaration concerning it: for them 


that honour me, ſaith God, I will honour. And again, 
from the appeal which He is pleas'd to make to na- 


tural and civil duties, as arguments of that outward 
_ reverence which is due to himſelf: 'a ſon honoureth 
Bic father, faith God, and a ſervant his mater: 


if I then be your father, where 1s mine honour ? and 


if I be your maſter, where is my fear ? let me add, 


that the hiſtory of God's providence abounds in ex- 


amples of the favours, that were ſhewn, to men emi- 
nent for their piety, on theſe outward expreſſions of 


their zeal and duty. Thus David was diſtinguiſhed as 
the man after God's own heart, becauſe he had given 


many early proofs of a zeal for his ſervice ; and that 


the eminent diſtinction, which was paid to Abraham, 


was on this very account, we have on the authority of 
God himſelf; for I know him, faith God, that he will 
command his children and his houſhold after him, 10 


 ferve the Lord. 1 5 
My ſecond reflection on the words of the text, which 


T propoſed to make good, is this: that the only cau- 


tion, to be uſed, in the management of our zeal, is not 


in the meaſure, but the object of it; it muſt be for 


the faith which was once delivered to the Saints, to 
thoſe holy men of God, who had it in commiſſion to 


Publiſh this faith to the world. Here indeed it be- 


hoves 


LY _ — _w—— 26 ill. 8 ————————— 


hoves us, to be circumſpect and cautious, that we be 
not impos'd upon, and, with the laudable temper and 
ſpirit of the Berceans, ro ſearch and examine the Scrip- 
rures whether theſe things are ſo: for whatever comes 
not thus authenticated by the word of God, wants 
that evidence which alone can prove it to be his will; 
and any failure or miſtake, in fo capital a point, inſtead 
of commending us to the favour of God, muſt needs 
expole us to the charge of raſhneſs and preſumption, 
in building our faith on a ground fo queſtionable. 
That we may not too haſtily take up, or too raſhly 
maintain the opinions of weak and fallible men, for 
the oracles of God; the Apoſtle, at the ſame time 
that he urges a becoming warmth, in the defence of 
our holy religion, confines it to its proper object; the 
diſtinguiſhing of which is not the effect of warmth, 
but the reſult of a cool and diſpaſſionate enquiry. And 
in truth, whoever well conſiders the importance of 
what he is ſeeking after, will of courſe be put upon 
His guard, that he be not miſguided in theſe his re- 
ſearches, by giving too cloſe an attention to the Hlat- 
tering hopes which his own paſſions and prejudices are 
but too apt to inſpire, or paying too great a deference 
to the opinion of other men, whoſe intereſt or am- 
bition it may be to take advantage of this his credulity, 
and advance themſelves by it into leaders of ſects and 
_—— „ aw? 
To avoid the danger of imbibing any ſuch impure 
mixtures, for the clcar waters of ſalvation, we muſt go 
to the fountain head. The ſtreams that flow from 
thence, it is true, may be adulterated in their way to 
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i us, by the foulneſs of the channels through which — 
| they paſs; but if we dive into the wells and e _ 
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ſtfretches out beyond it, ſo far as it does fo, it will not 


have no abſolute ſecurity 
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for them, where they were firſt lodged, we ſhall then 
take them in their genuine and primitive purity. The 
church of Chriſt was built on the foundation of the 


Apoſtles and Prophets: other foundation can no man 


lay, nor an Angel from heaven preach any other doc 


trine. The ſuperſtructure, raiſed upon this founda- 
tion, muſt be commenſurate to the firſt deſign; if it 


only be void of ſupport itſelf, but may help to pull 
down what, without this additional incumbrance, had 


whereon to ſtand. That the chriſtian fabrick there- 
fore may not be endanger'd by fuch appendages, as 
have no eſſential connection with it, or perhaps threat- 


en its overthrow,we mult trace it to its firſt beginnings : 


what was then laid down, as the meaſure of our faith, 


mult ever continue to be the rule and ſtandard of it. 
But here perhaps it may be objected : that we cannot 

now determine what that ſtandard is, with any exactnefs 

and preciſion, as we have no rule to go by which we can 


be ſure of: that however well it might be known what 
men were to believe, when the preachers of the Goſpel 
were empower' d to declare and publiſh it to the 


world, the faith of a chriſtian ſtands at preſent upon 


quite a different bottom, and the evidence for it is 


render'd precarious and doubtful by the method in 
whieh it is conveyed: that tradition, whether oral or 


Written, is ſtill liable to the miſtakes of haſty, or the 


corruptions of artfull and defigning men; and that 
whatever preference we my give to the latter, we can 

ef of either, or aſſuredly krisw 
what it was, which, in fact, was at firſt delivered as the 
object Of our faith; ſince this may poſſibly have been 
changed upon vs; and that it has becm ſo changed may be 
REES LEE, thought 
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thought perhaps no unreaſonable ſuppoſition, as it 
cannot now be authenticated by the original vouchers, 
which are long ago periſhed; and the tranſcripts, that 
remain, are found to differ ſo widely from one another, 
that no two copies are alike throughout. DES 
Nov thus, it muſt be own'd, is a difficulty that well 
. deſerves to be conſider d; but when it has been exa- 
mined will, I make no doubt, appear incapable of 
[affording any ſubterfuge for infidels to flee to, and 
. eſcape that conviction they are ſo .induſtrious to ſhun. 
For what if authenticity cannot be pleaded for every 
word and letter of our Bibles, becauſe the manuſcripts, 
from which they are printed, are found to differ? we 
ſee, this difference notwithſtanding, a wonderfull agree 
ment between them in the capital articles of our faith; 
and theſe come over ſo often, and are, beſides, ſo fre- 
quently quoted by the antient writers of the chriſtian 
church, that we may be morally ſure they are none of 
them ſunk upon us, or corrupted from their pure and ge- 
nuine ſimplicity. In points of leſs importance indeed, 
that occur not ſo frequently, and perhaps paſs unnoticed 
by other writers, it muſt be confeſſed that they differ 
more: and what wonder if they do, from the inat- 
tention and miſtakes of copyers? the inconvenience 
however, that might otherwiſe follow from theſe hu- 
man imperfections, is in a good meaſure prevented, by 
the multiplicity of copies that were produced by 
them; for they not only confirm where they read 
alike, but their various readings, in proportion to the 
number of them, afford us a greater probability of 
coming at a true and genuine teekkkt. 7; 
It is for this reaſon, that great pains. have been taken + 
in collecting and collating the manuſcripts of the ne 
35 0 5 Teſtament, 
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Teſtament, as the likelieſt method, by comparing 
them together, of finding out their ſeveral miſtakes. 
And though little or nothing of this fort has been 
done, with regard to the o/d, from a prevailing notion 
too implicitly credited and too long perſiſted in, that 


the manuſcripts of it are ſo few in number, and, by 


the ſcrupulous exactneſs that was uſed in tranſcribing 


it, ſo nearly alike, that no very uſefull purpoſe cou'd 


have been anſwered by it; yet has it been ſhewn, by 
a learned member of one of our Univerſities, in an 


accurate and judicious performance which he has lately 


publiſhed, that theſe manuicripts are much more nu 
merous than they were apprehended to be, and that 
this pretended agreement between them has upon en- 
quiry nothing to ſupport it; that the manuſcripts, at 
home and abroad, which he has been able to come at 
an account of, are conſiderably above four hundred; 
and that the variations of thoſe he has met with, in a 
{ingle pſalm, are more than fifty; which ſwell, when 
compared with the ſame pſalm in Samuel, to above fix 
hundred. To collate ſuch a number of manuſcripts, 


which are, many of them, in very diſtant countries, 
muſt be attended with a great deal of trouble and a 
large expence : but the Deſign is a noble one, and as 


ſo able a hand has already made ſome progreſs in it, it 
is much to be wiſh'd that the countenance, he has met 
with, may invite many others to ſet their ſnoulders to 
the work, and contribute their generous affiſtance to 
put it in execution. 5 911 


2 


Of the great uſe and advantage of ſo important an un- 


dertaking, in correcting the preſent text of our Bibles, 


and clearing up many paſfages in them, which owe their 


preſent obſcurity to the errors and miſtakes of copyiſts, 
Fs | NS little 
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little doubt can be made. Yet as ſome diſlike was 
expreſſed at a former work of this kind, and the ten- 


dency of it was thought to be bad, in unhinging the 


minds of men, and filling them with doubts and jea- 
louſies of the whole, from the liberty thus taken with 
particular parts: to obviate ſuch unfavourable ſurmiſes, 


let us try their weight by what experience has taught 


us of prophane authors. Are they the worſe, or the 
better for theſe helps? is it not true in fact, that where 
theſe cou d not be had, or, from a ſcarcity of manu 
ſcripts, cou d be come at only in a leſs degree, a pro- 
portional obſcurity has prevailed in their writings ? and 
is obſcurity any mark of their being genuine? or are 
we not rather to ſuppoſe, that the ſame advantages, 
which others had, wou'd: have reſtored theſe likewiſe 
to their firſt and original purity? that a ſingle copy 
ſhould eſcape without errors, is hardly to be imagined ; - 
but a multitude of them, however they may all be 
_ ſuppoſed to differ, will correct one another, and give 
us a very fair chance of coming at a true one; and ſo 
far from throwing any dark and gloomy ſuſpicions on 


the whole, the lig It, afforded by theſe diſcoveries, will : 


OA way in detecting the errors that remain. 
All ſeripture indeed was given at the firſt by inſpira- 
tion of God, but it is handed down to us by human 
and fallible means, and muſt be liable to the accidents 
that happen to other writings; which as the wiſdom 
of providence thought not good to prevent, it is the 
more incumbent upon us to endeavour to remove the 


errors and corruptions occaſion d by them. For no one 


can believe it to be the will of God, that the ſame re- 


verence ſhould be paid to the blunders aud miſtakes of 
copyiſts, as to his ſacred and infallible word. Beſides . 


that, 
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error can never diſſerve the cauſe of truth. It ĩs the 
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that, the preſent text of our Bibles muſt itſelf have 

been ſettled either by a preference given to one parti- 

cular manuſcript, before all others that were extant, 

or, as was in truth. the Caſe, by the choice of one par- 

ticular reading out of the many that offer'd from dit- 

ferent manuſcripts. But a text thus determined by 
human fkill, how great ſoever that {kill might be, 
could not be more perfect than the manuſcripts which 


they had to found it upon; and if there are any other 


' which they had not in their power, or neglected to 

conſult, however we might truſt to their Juggment and 
integrity in chuſing the beſt, we cannot be ſure that a 

better was not to be found. Nay let us ſuppoſe them 
even to have had, and to have uſed every poſſible ad- 


vantage of materials, judgment, and integrity; it is ſtill 


building our faith upon human authority, which is 
ever fallible and liable to error : it is an implicit faith. 
that is due alone to the oracles of God, which are 
known to be fo, and for the truth of which, we are - 
not to depend on the opinion of others, when we may 
have the ſame or better means of judging than they 


— 


were poſſeſs d of. F | ; 
| Some ſcrupulous minds, it is true, have been ſtrongly 
affected 3 and fears of the hurt that may 
be done to religion, by moving any queſtions about it, 
whatever cauſe there may be for ſuch enquiry, and 
however promiſing the method may be in which it is 
- purſued; from a tendency that this may have to ſhake 
and unſettle mens minds in points more eflential. Now 
were this to be the caſe, it might well deſerve our par- 
_ ticular attention, and any danger of its being ſo, wou'd 
be a reaſon for ſuppreſſing them: but the detection of 


the 
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the blending them together without diſtinction, and 
maintaining them both with equal firmneſs, that takes 
from the reverence due to the latter, and expoſes it to 
the ſcoff and ridicule of licentious tongues. And 
therefore we cannot do greater honour to = faith we - 
Have embraced, than by aur readineſs to have it ex- 
amined by all the rules of tryal, that are conſiſtent. 
with a fair and candid hearing. If there be any thing 
in it, that will not ſtand the teſt of ſuch an open and 
impartial fearch ; the diſcovery of it, inſtead of weak - 
ening our faith, will but confirm it the more in points 
that appear to have a ſurer baſis. A belief, that ſhuns. 
examination, is not ſuch a one as the Goſpel encoura- 
ges; which enjoins us to take nothing upon truſt, but 
to prove all things: to examime ourſekve whether we be 
in the faith; and to be furniſhed with reaſons for the 
hope that is in us: leſt, while we are contending for | 
what is commonly held to be the genuine doctrine of 
inſpired teachers, we be in fact found to be fighting 
| againſt God; and where the iſſue of our enquiry is of 
ſuch weighty conſequence, it behoves us, that the ſteps _ 
we take in it be upon very ſure ground; and that for 
this purpoſe we avail ourſelves of every advantage, for 
informingfour judgments, which fairly preſents itſelt 3 
that we lay aſide every prejudice, and leave our minds 
free and open to conviction. A zeal, thus founded on 
the beſt evidence that offers, that proceeds from a juſt 
reverence for the will and command of God, and ſuf- 
fers itſelf to be directed by ſuch informations and no- 
tices, as appear to have the greater weight in determin- 
ing the rule and meaſure 1 faith, bids the faireſt 5 
for carrying us to the true object of it, Che faith which 
vas once delivered to the ſaints, © 5 
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and view, is as little liable to err, in the manner and 


meaſure in which it 1s expreſſed, as to miſtake the ob- 
ject about which it is to be employed. For as it takes 
its riſe from a love of God, and an earneſt defire to 


obey what appears, on the beſt information We can 


get, to be his will; ſo is it very likely to keep itſelf 
within ſuch reaſonable bounds, that no man may have 
cauſe to complain of, or to take any umbrage and of- 
fence at the warmth with which it is expreſſed; force 
and violence had ſo little hand in producing it, that any 
attempt to make uſe of them mult be looked upon with 
a juſt abhorrence and indignation.: the ſame liberty of 
Judgment and freedom of enquiry,by a due uſe of which 
we ourſelves arrived at the knowledge of God, the in- 
formations and notices he has given us of himſelf, and the 
declarations, he has made, of his will to mankind, will na- 
turally check any intemperate ſallies of our zeal for mat- 
ters of opinion; and ld 
a gentleneſs and candour, that may win them to liſten to 
the weight of our arguments, than to drive and force 
them to acknowledge what they have no aſſurance to 
ſupport, and what, for want of this aſſurance, can never 
be the object of their faith and hope. 
Ihe more indeed we know of the grounds of our 
faith, as we ſhall be the better confirmed in it; ſo our 
_ zeal, for its eſtabliſhment in the minds of men, will be 
pProportionably greater: but then, its operations will of 
_ courſe be ſimilar to its birth and origin; and the me- 
thod it purſues, to bring men over to the ſame profeſ- 
ſions in matters of belief 


ole us rather,ito treat men with 


P 


and doctrine, will be ſuch as 
5 may 


THIRDLY : a zeal, that flows from ſo good a prin- 
ciple, and in its growth and progreſs is directed to no 
- other purpoſe, than what is here laid down as its end 


hs 
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may beſt conſiſt with the liberty taken in fixing and 
ſettling our own opinions, with the free uſe of their 
underſtandings, and of every help to inform them 
which opportunity throws in their way. He, that 
has thus learned Chriſt, will eaſily and readily diſ- 
cern, that though to be zealouſly affected in a good 


cauſe be always good, and the cauſe of God is moſt cer 


tainly ſuch a one, yet it behoves us to be ſure, that the 
cauſe in which we are engaged is his; that what we con- 


tend for is founded upon his authority, is nothing more 


than what we are bound to maintain by his expreſs 
command; and that the means, by which it is enforced, 
be ſuch as are agrecable to thoſe general rules and 


meaſures of | practice, which are every where laid down 
for the government of our conduct in his ſacred word. 
He will eaſily ſee, that tho it concerns him to be di- 


gent to ſpread the knowledge of this, to promote, as 


far as he can, an univerſal obedience to it, and, by eve- 
ry lawfull method, to difcountenance any open and no- 


torious violations of it: yet we muſt not do evil, that 
good may come of it ; we muſt not ſo preach Chrijt, 
as to make his religion a matter of ſtriſe and conten- 


Zion amongſt us, who came to teach it in the {pirir of 
meekneſs, and condeſcended to bear with the prepoſ- 


ſeſſions of mankind againſt it, that he might thereby 
obtain a more effectual way to convince their under 


ſtandings. For he well knew that to combat with the 


paſſions of men, in a direct and open manner, is but 
to rouſe a ſleeping enemy, to call the craft/men about 


us, and raiſe an outcry, as if we meant to wreſt out of 


their hands tie means f their ſubſiſtance; and to deprive 


them of every hope, which they had formed to them 
Elves, Tom io gainfull an employment, But if we hold 
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up the truth ro mens minds in all its native ſimplicity, 
th they are ſtruck with the beauty of it, and ſee the 
fair advantages with which it is ever attended; the 
cloud, of prejudice will of courſe diſperſe itſelf, and 
each dark ſuſpicion of deſign againſt them diſappear 
and vaniſh, as.unable to withſtand the light of its con- 
viction. 5 | : nd 
To lay hold of the paſſions of men, and, by the 
flattering indulgence which is paid to them, to warp 
their judgments, is the buſineſs of error; and ſuch an 
application is the ſureſt way that can be taken. to per- 
vert them to its purpoſe. Becauſe when they are 
once engaged in its favour, it is eaſy to give ſuch a 
ſemblance and colouring to it, as may make it paſs 
without ſuſpicion of guile in the dreflers of it; and it 
is no hard matter to make men eager to embrace, what ' 
ſo readily falls within the bent and byaſs of their 
inclinations. But to draw them -off from any falſe 
purſuits, and give them a direction that may make 
them ſerviceable in the cauſe of truth, the mind muſt 
firſt be ſatisfied, and the underſtanding convinced, be- 
fore any progreſs can be made in bringing them over to 
| engage in its defence. Diſpoſed as they are to yield to 
— thing, that has the moſt diſtant tendency to ſoath 
and Hatter them, it is in vain to think of making :any 
mmpreſſion upon them, or to expect any fair deciſion, 
upon points where their intereſt is at all concerned ; 
but upon ſuch conviction of the mind, as will enable 
it towithſtand their utmoſt efforts, by the light that is 
thus let in upon it, and the ſure ſtability that is thereby 
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given to all its reſolutions. | | 

: Hence a zeal for religion, ſuch a one as is here de- 
ſſcribed, can never be in danger of exceeding in its 
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ſure to keep it within it's proper bounds. Contend we 
muſt, and that with earneſtneſs, with ſuch a warmth as 
may convince men, that we are cordially moved and 
affected with it; that we have a true ſenſe of its weight 


meaſure, as the object, to which it is refer d, will be 


and importance, and mean to defend it by every me- 


: pretenſions. Such a zeal as this may make men hy- 


thod, 'which may ſerve to advance it's cauſe. Yet not 


with heat and vehemence, with ſuch an eagerneſs as 
bears down all before it, confounds the rights of civil 


liberty, and will not ſuffer itſelf to be reſtrained, by 
the natural claim that every man has to examine its 


pocrites, and force them upon mean compliances, which 


in themſelves they cannot but abhor: but can do reli- 


| pow no credit, nor gain it a fingle friend. Such vio- 


lent meaſures may be well enough calculated to ſerve 


the baſe deſigns of artfull politicians, and eſtabliſh that 


abſolute rule over the minds of men, which ambition 
aims at; but can, by no art or colouring, be brought 


to agree, with what is here laid down as the pattern of 


our faith. The rule itſelf at once deſcribes the nature 
of our zeal, and marks out the bounds, beyond which 


we mult not preſume to carry it. What was once 


delivered to the Saints, to men commiſſion'd by God to 

declare his Goſpel, we may, we muſt adhere to. We can- 
ow; | . . 

not go farther, nor fall ſhort of any thing which comes 

within this compaſs. No refinements of our own, nor 

decifions of others, nor declarations of the church, 


| however far back they may be traced in its annals, can 


have any authority to challenge our belief, any farther 


than as theſe are warranted 'by what was originally 
taught by them. 5 9 


Hence it follows, that as we cannot believe ourſelves, 


without 
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without good and ſure ground, that what we believe — 

was once thus delivered; ſo neither can we be juſtified Eo 
in taking any other ſteps to bring men over to our own | 
perſwaſions, than what may well agree with the free | 1 
uſe of their underſtandings, and ſuch a liberty of judg- 
ment, as is only to be had by a fair and open enquiry. 
For without ſuch enquiry, the faith, they profeſs, will 
not be that, which is here required of them to main- 
tain; as it ſtands not on the ſame divine authority, 
at moſt can be only preſumed to do ſo, and this upon an 
evidence that is weak aud fallible, the opinion of weak 
and fallible men. If it be ſaid, that this is oftentimes 
better than their own, it may be ſo: but if the judg- 
ment of its weight and ſtrength belongs not to them, 
they are equally unconcerned in the faith that is built 

upon ſuch an evidence. If nothing more is expected 

from men, to be believed by them, than what is found- 
ed on the teſtimony of Moſes and the Prophets, of 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles; that ſo much is required, is 
becauſe they have given ſuch evidence for what they 
taught, and fuch ample proof of their divine diſcourſes 
and the genuineneſs of them is come down to us, as 
is ſufficient to convince us that the doctrine they con- 

tin is God's. And therefore for men to be any farther 

'* - Concerned, than in ſearching out the word of God and 

— bringing it to light, in expounding its meaning and 

| explaining the evidence on which it ſtands, and in 


y urging the motives it offers to a good and holy life, is 
not to. contend for the faith which was once delivered 
to the ſaints; but for ſuch doctrines and practices, as are | 
the genuine offspring of craft and deſign, or ſuperſti- | | 
3 tion and bigotry ; for conjectures of their own, or the _ | 


fancies and opinions of mere men like themſelves. - 
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affect to be moved by 


1 mall detain you no longer, than to hats A fa 


application of what has deen ſaid; and ſhew the dan—- 


ger of departing from that authority for the chriſtian 
faith, to which alone it is here confined, in two Parti- 
cular inſtances. 

The Romaniſts reſt the merits of their 
be us, on the authority of their church; and charge 
os with leaving them, becauſe we refuſed to be longer 
held in the bonds of that ſuperſtition, which had no- 
thing better to ſupport it, than an implicit faith in its 

ublic decifions ; on points where theſe deciſions v 


_ evidently claſhed with the word of 'God, and perverted 


their worſhip 'to the fouleſt and groffeſt 1dolatries. 
But whether ſuch a charge upon us has any good 
foundation, let the Apoſtle determine ; for if what was 


once delivered to the firſt preachers and publiſhers of 
the Goſpel, be the faith that we are to contend for; 


then the authority of their church, whatever its boaſted 
_ antiquity may be, can have little "weight 3 in determin- 
ing the bounds, or prefcribing the meaſure of it. For 
after all, it muſt be found in thoſe written records, 

which they have left behind them: and every thing 


ele, which has not their ſanction, muſt be SITE by. 


us, whatever quarter it comes from. 

And ſecondly : 
an inward call to feparate from 
us, and put off the ſpurious iſſues of their heated fan- 


cies, for the pure and genuine dictates of the ſpirit of 


God, might be eaſily ſatisfied of the boldneſs and ar- 
rogance of ſuch high pretenſions; would they ſober- 


ly confider, that whatever thoſe feelings are which 
they ſo much boaſt of, and that preſumptuous con- 


| fidence. of their TOE _ * is grounded 
upon 


ſeparation 


thoſe Schiſmatics among us, Who 


1 
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upon them; they are not to be truſted to, without a 
due tryal of them by the word of God. For how 


elſe can they be ſure, that theſe powerfull perſwaſions 


are the dictates of his ſpirit? it may be ſaid perhaps, 


and it being their only refuge, they are in no wiſe 
backward to lay hold of it, that this is a matter which 
wants no proof, nor is it indeed capable of any. What 
they feel themſelves cannot be conveyed to others, and 


an inward conſciouſneſs that they are fo affected, is of 
itſelf ſufficient for. their own conviction. But are 


they ſo little acquainted with human nature as to want 
to be told, that, of all things in the world, there is 
nothing ſo deceitfull as the heart of man? and that to 
be guarded againſt its deluſions, requires more caution 
than any other fraud which can be paſſed upon them. 
Or are they ſuch ſtrangers to their Bibles, as never to 


| Have learned from them, that to be born of the ſpirit 
| Is not be diſtinguiſh'd by any inward feelings, but by 


the fruits it produceth ? ſuch a perſwaſion as this then 


can never be ſafely truſted to, on any ſecurity they can 


Have from themſelves, but muſt be gradually wrought 


nn them by a practical obedience to the laws of God, 
and a ſtedfaſt adherence to that faith alone, which was 
once delroered to the Saints. 
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